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Fig. 1a – 'sleptwalked'
Irregular V1 occurs

Locality domain of 
contextual allomorphy
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Fig. 1b – 'binge-watched’
No tense on regular V1

Evidence from Irregular Tense Inflection for Structural Variation in English Verb-Verb Compounds
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English verb-verb compounds typically mark past tense only on the 
second verb (V2): crash-land → crash-landed (*crashed-landed)

But double-marking occurs when the first verb (V1) is irregular, in a 
coordinative compound (ex. sleptwalked, sped-read)

In Kear’s (2025) corpus of spontaneous spoken American English:
• Compounds with irregular V1: 48% double-marking rate
• Compounds with regular V1: 5% double-marking rate

Double-marking is more common in coordinative compounds 
(e.g., sleptwalked) than non-coordinative compounds (*blew-
dried, *snuck-attacked) 

• Not predicted if all V-V compounds represented with the same 
syntactic structure

Siddiqi (2006): Irregular inflection generated by Fusion only 
(ex. [[[√MOUSE°] n°] Num° ] → √MOUSE/n/Num° ‘mice’)

• Irregular plural N1s allowed in compounds (ex. mice-infested) but 
not regular plural N1s (ex. *rats-infested) because non-fused 
Num° blocks required adjacency between higher root and n°

Makes incorrect predictions in verbal domain: 
• To generate irregular tensed V1, T° must lower onto V1 before 

V2 is Merged. Conflicts with standard derivational theories 
where T° is Merged after the full verbal complex is built

• If T-lowering to V1 can occur, there is no means to prevent it for 
regular V1s, generating *crashed-landed, *dropped-kicked, etc.

1 Overview

2 Background

3 Against a Fusion alternative

Structure of non-coordinative compounds

• An additional cyclic node (ex. v°) occurs between 
both root nodes

• Only the highest v°, above both roots, bears tense

Predictions:
Readjustment Rules triggered by [+past] may only 
apply to the higher root (V2). They cannot see past the 
second cyclic node above V1 

The first root (V1) cannot inflect, even it has an 
irregular form (*hung-glided, *froze-dried)

Irregular tense inflection provides evidence for structural distinctions between at least two classes of V-V compounds, 
which are otherwise difficult to identify (Bagasheva 2012)

Distributed Morphology analysis of irregular inflection using Readjustment Rules with phasal locality domains predicts:

• General ungrammaticality of regular past inflection -ed/-t on V1
• Availability of irregular tense inflection on V1, depending on distribution of cyclic nodes within the compound

5 Conclusions
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Structure of coordinative compounds

• Both roots (ex. √SLEEP and √WALK) equipollent 
daughters of one √P node (Zhang 2007)

• This √P is Merged with one categorizing head v°

Predictions:
No cyclic nodes occur between each √ and v° bearing 
[+past]. All available Readjustment Rules apply, targeting 
V1, V2, or both roots

When V1 is a regular root (e.g. √BINGE in 1b), no 
Readjustment Rule applies

Key assumptions: Root-specific Readjustment Rules apply to √° in the locality domain of a v° valued with [+past] by T° 
(Embick 2015). Regular past-tense suffix -ed/-t is exponent of v° [+past] if no Readjustment Rule applies to adjacent √°

4 Structures of coordinative vs. non-coordinative compounds

Proposals:
• Coordinative vs. non-coordinative V-V compounds differ in 

structure
• Supports Distributed Morphology analysis of irregular 

inflection as Readjustment Rules with phasal domains (Embick 2010)

Locality domain of 
contextual allomorphy
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Fig. 2 - ‘slide-tackled’
Irregular V1 does not occur

/slajd/ /tækl/ /-d/


